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 …to collect,  preserve, and educate about the history of Sheboygan County. 

Explore Your Own Backyard 
We were excited to kick off the summer and our return to more in-
person programming with our second “driving tour” - The 7 
Wonders of Sheboygan 
County! Spread out across the 
area, the tour highlights some 
of the man made and natural 
wonders found throughout 
our fantastic county.  

 

We had a beautiful day for our county wide 
adventure and were thrilled with the turnout and the 
tour’s reception. Thank you to Acuity Insurance for 
their various support and participation in the kick 
off event, to Visit Sheboygan for contributing to our 
Passport Challenge prize basket, and to Three Guys 
and a Grill and the Cheese Counter for providing 
special discounts to participants.  

Missed out on the kick-off event? No worries! The 7 Wonders 
Tour, along with our Drive-Thru History Tour and 6 Feet 
Under: Stories of the Dead, a self guided walking tour in 
Calvary Cemetery, are available 24/7 at both vamonde.com or 
in the Vamonde App.  

vamonde.com


 

Director’s Notes 
Hello, 

I have to say that it feels good to be coming out of the pandemic, it adds an overwhelming feeling of ease and 
happiness to the blooming of spring flowers and greening of trees. The staff, volunteers and myself are truly happy to 
be getting back to pre-pandemic activities, welcoming visitors to the museum, and moving forward on exhibits and 
programs. It has been a long fourteen months, but like everything, time continues to move forward and so do we.  

With vaccinations continuing to be administered and CDC suggestions of relaxing guidelines of masks and distancing, 
we are gradually relaxing at the museum as well. Although we are still requiring masks and will have sanitizing 
stations located in the buildings for the time being, we are relaxing our distancing guidelines by removing capacity 
numbers in our buildings as well as the demarcations to follow through them. We will continue to gradually remove 
other restrictions as we move forward and will continue to follow CDC and County Health Department suggestions. If 
all goes well, I hope we will be completely past the pandemic by mid-summer. We are all excited to see the light at the 
end of the pandemic. 

We are excited to be welcoming the Smithsonian Institution’s traveling exhibit “The Way We Worked” in Mid-July. 
This wonderful exhibit will explore how work has transformed our nation and why it has become such a large part of 
our society. We are planning on hosting a members-only event shortly following its opening on July 17; please watch 
for more information on the event. The public will have ample opportunities to see the exhibition during our upcoming 
events at the museum with two opportunities to see it at no cost. Again, please watch for more information on those 
offerings.  

Due to the pandemic, the Board of Directors and myself are currently discussing a time to hold an in-person Annual 
Meeting this summer for our membership. We held an abbreviated, virtual meeting in January to primarily approve the 
annual budget for 2021, we planned at that time to hold an in-person meeting to elect Board members and the 
executive committee at an outdoor event sometime this summer. We are looking forward to seeing all our members 
again and this event is a great way to welcome everyone back. Please watch for that information as well.  

I am happy to announce a new staff member at the museum. After several months of the maintenance position being 
vacant, I have hired Kiyohe Lopez to fill the position. You will read more about her later in the newsletter. We are 
also happy to have three interns joining us this summer. You can also read more about our summer interns later in 
newsletter. I am happy to have all these additional hands this summer as I expect to be quite busy with guests and 
programming. It is also nice to know our maintenance will not fall behind schedule. Please welcome them all to our 
Society family.  

Finally, I would like to thank you for the continued support over the past year and a half. I am continuously humbled 
by the generosity of our members, local businesses and entire community. During that time there were a lot of 
unknowns which kept me up many nights. But one thing I did not worry about was the continued support from all of 
you. Whether it was renewing your membership, adding a little extra with a donation, volunteering time to help with 
our virtual educational programs, or the several simple cards and letters of support and care, there were plenty of 
nights as I lay my head to rest that a small smile came across my face. Those nights kept a balance during the height of 
the pandemic and kept me pushing forward. For that I cannot thank you enough, nor can the staff and our family 
members. Here’s to a wonderful renewing of collecting, preserving and educating on our local history!  Travis 

We Have A Winner!! 
Thanks to everyone who participated in our first Museum Madness: 
Sheboygan County Edition. The Garton Toy Company’s Kidillac was 
definitely the odds on favorite and it did not disappoint. The final 
round came down to the Kidillac versus the Cretors ‘Ambassador’ 
Popcorn Machine from H.C. Prange’s. With nearly 68% of the vote, 
the Kidillac was crowned the 2021 Champion! 

Even if you missed the competition, the sixteen 
artifacts from Museum Madness 2021 will be on 
display through July 3.  And we had so much 
fun, we might even do it again next year and see 
if the Kidillac can make it a back to back 
championship! 



Full Day Education Programs 
   An Unusual School Year 

During this unusual school year we sent of out almost 1500 “kits” to accompany the four virtual programs that we 
developed.  Each kit contained materials that could create some “hands-on” experiences for students. 

The kits would not have happened without some very valuable help from volunteers who helped out with some of the 
labor intensive aspects of kit creating.  This included things like cutting up leather strips, bagging up pieces of 
hardtack, snipping pieces of dried oregano, ripping strips of cloth to create bandages, punching holes in a paper 
pouch, and discovering that an 81/2 x 11” page does not quite fit into a gallon plastic bag. 

We are grateful to the people who helped out with these and other tasks. Our volunteers included Myra Schneider, 
Tom Weigand, Petra Boldt, Andrea Janei, Barb Fenske, Mary Meyer, Bernie Chisholm, and Hayley Shirk. 

Feedback from educators regarding the virtual programs has been very positive and, although we are very hopeful that 
we can begin in-person programs at some point next year, some teachers have already requested kits for next school 
year.  Teachers report, for example, “ The quilt activity was really fun” and “the kids love the buzzsaws.” 

Again, a big thank you to the volunteers who helped make this possible. 

 

Programing 
As news surrounding the pandemic continues to be promising, we 
are beginning to eagerly plan for in-person events at the Museum 
once again. While we are optimistic as to the future, we are taking 
the mindset of “slow and steady wins the race.” We certainly hope 
to be able to move forward with all of our programs, but with the 
caveat that programs are still subject to change if Covid-19 
regulations and guidance change.  

Back by popular demand! Our Summer Outdoor Movie Night 
series! Grab your lawn chair, blankets and bug spray, and join us 
in front of the Weinhold Log Cabin for a FREE, family friendly 
evening. Come early to claim your spot and enjoy classic cartoons 
before the featured film starts at dusk. Program Coordinator Chloe 
Seider will give an introduction before each film to share fun facts 
and behind the scenes information. Concessions will be for sale.  

 

  

Mark your calendars for the Pioneer Olympics on August 7, 2021!  

 
On the final weekend of the Summer Olympics in Tokyo, the 
Sheboygan County Historical Museum will be hosting a Pioneer 
Olympics outside on the grounds and in Taylor Park. Sign ups will 
be available for adult and youth competitions that will include 
traditional pioneer games and activities. Among other things, there 
will also be a pie baking contest and a best facial hair contest. So 
start looking through your recipe books, and gentlemen, start 
grooming those whiskers! 

The event will end with a mini lantern parade through Taylor Park 
as part of the Pioneer Olympics Closing Ceremony. This will be a 
scaled down version of the historic event, but we are excited to 
resurrect this popular tradition in a small way.  

More details coming soon as we continue to plan this full day event! 
Watch our website and Facebook page for announcements.  



May Day—Year 2 
Our 2nd annual May Day Basket Campaign was a huge success! We once again challenged the 
community to help us cover Sheboygan County in love in the form of May Day Baskets, and were THRILLED that 
over 200 baskets were made/delivered to neighbors and loved ones for May Day. And those are only the baskets that 
we are aware of!  

We would not have been able to have this wonderful event if it 
were not for the support and help of our partners! We would 
like to give a special thank you to the Mead Public Library and 
the John Michael Kohler Arts Center who helped to provide 
kits to the community. Amongst the three of our organizations, 
163 Free May Day Basket kits were made and distributed! And 
thank you to our other partners Bookworm Gardens, Above & 
Beyond Children's Museum, and the Plymouth Public Library 
for making tutorials and helping to promote the campaign.  

The celebration of May Day is a lovely, joyful tradition that 
the Sheboygan County Historical Museum is excited to be 
bringing back and sharing with all of you! We can't wait for 

next year. Watch for next year's campaign 
to be announced and help us make it bigger 
and better than ever!  

Volunteer spotlight 
Our April 2021 Spotlight Volunteer was Bernie Chisholm. For those familiar with the 
Museum staff, Chisholm is probably a bit familiar, as our Education Supply Manager, 
Nathan, has the same last name. Which makes sense when you know that this is 
Nathan’s grandma! Many of the staff have family that help out “behind the scenes,” 
including Bernie, who along with her late husband Mark, started volunteering in 
recent years after Nathan joined the staff.  Today, Bernie is a regular when we need 
help with stuffing mailings, creating Education Program hands-on items, or making 
Make & Take kits for Holiday Memories and more! She is even working on a special 
Bruce the Spruce project! 

When asked why she volunteers, Bernie replied “It was something that Mark and I 
could do together and we enjoyed being able to help out and contribute to the 
museum. I enjoy being able to continue to help the museum and it helps me keep the 
memory of Mark alive.” 

Our May 2021 Spotlight Volunteers are Jory and Adlai Hullin. The boys, ages 11 and 9, have 
been showing up at Museum events with their mom, Education Program Developer Angie 
Hullin, since they were infants. Just a few years later as preschoolers, they started finding ways 
to "help" out: setting up for education programs, decorating the Taylor House and hiding 
scavenger hunt items for Holiday Memories, transporting the Garton Toys from storage to the 
riding corral, and of course, adding glitter to everything in the Holiday Memories animation 
exhibits. One year they even helped Museum staff prune the selection of decorative gift boxes 
to make more room in storage--not many kids can say they got to open 100 presents over their 
winter break (never mind that the presents were empty boxes!) During the pandemic, Jory and 
Adlai continued to volunteer by helping produce educational videos for the public in the 2020 
series Children's Fireside Storytime Chat as well as 
several Reminiscing with Recipes videos. Mom and the rest 

of the education staff also recruited their help to demonstrate hands-on activities 
for videos used in the Museum's new virtual education programs, and the boys 
continue to help assemble activity kits for those programs. 

When asked why they volunteer with the Museum, the boys responded in unison, 
"Because Mom makes us!" Jory added, "But really, it's fun." Adlai chimed in, 
"And it makes things more interesting for everybody. The Museum makes history 
more interesting." 



Collections Spotlight 
We are honored to announce the addition of the “Our 
City Hands” chairs to the Museum collection. The 
eight hand chairs are the culmination of a project 
spearheaded by Sheboygan South High School 2021 
Graduate Hannah Braatz. Started when she was 
Junior, Hannah set out to highlight cultural diversity 
in her own community through an art project that 
showcased the major heritages in Sheboygan. 

Hannah, along with other local artists, created the set 
of artistically decorated 
chairs from blank 1970s 
style hand chairs. Each 
piece — representing the African American, Albanian, English, German, Hmong, Irish, 
Mexican and multicultural heritages of Sheboygan— features colors, icons, and text 
connected to the history of the cultures. The multicultural chair also features additional 
heritages representing the forty-five 2nd Grade students of the artist, along with an Earth 
demonstrating the class motto of this year, “The Earth Without Art is Eh.” 

The chairs were transported to the Museum in mid-May. Over the next several weeks, 
we will be processing the chairs into the collection, along with designing an exhibit of 
the pieces that will be up through the end of October.  Additionally, we will be working 
with Hannah and the other artists to gather additional oral history information about the 
project and the process of creating each of the chairs. Look for the exhibit to debut mid-
Summer!  

Welcome to the Museum! 
There are a number of new faces around the Museum these days. Kiyohe Lopez joined the staff in 
early May. She is a Wisconsin state certified Handy Person with previous experience in 
residential and commercial maintenance. She has a background in Art and Creative Writing as 
well as Industrial Design. She enjoys working on anything mechanical from clocks, radios, 
appliances, automobiles, and anything else she can repair. Her most recent hobby is making 
industrial pipe lamps. She enjoys being outdoors hiking in the woods and taking in the sun. Her 
constant companion and helper is her rescued miniature dachshund named, Dobby, who she 
lovingly introduces as “my son.”  

We are also welcoming David Rush, Roman Lulloff, and Nick Eggert as 
interns for the 2021 Summer! Throughout the next several months, they will be gaining 
practical, hands-on experience in curation, collection management, and programming.  

David is pursuing a Masters of Arts in Museum Studies in the Cooperstown Graduate Program 
at the State University of New York at Oneonta. "During my time at the Sheboygan County 
Historical Museum, I look forward to interacting with and learning from the local community, 
while gaining hands-on experience with exhibits and collections. In my free time I love to 
cook, ski, and spend time outside."  

Roman is pursuing a Masters of Arts in Public History at the 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. “I enjoy the outdoors, 
woodworking, and learning new crafts, but I am passionate about 
history. While I am specializing in archival studies, I am interested in 
learning about museum operations and the different ways public 
historians make history relevant and accessible to the public.” 

Nick is also pursuing a Masters of Arts in Public History at the 
University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire. "Being a Sheboygan County 
native, I am excited to learn more about the surrounding community and to gain more 
knowledge in becoming a museum collections manager and curator. In my free time I enjoy 

playing sports, fishing, and spending time with my friends, family, and two dogs."   



Saturday, August 7, 2021, 2:00pm - 10:00pm - The 
Pioneer Olympics. Competitions, Activities, Food, Mini
-Lantern Parade and More! 
 
Friday, August 20, 2021, Dusk - Newsies (1992), 
Outdoor Movie Night. FREE 
 
Tuesday, August 24, 2021, 4:00pm - 7:00pm - 
Volunteer Appreciation Picnic  
 
Saturday, September 11, 2021, 12:00pm - 6:00pm - 
History Hill Music Fest & 9/11 Remembrance 
 
 
 

Follow us on Facebook and check out our website for 
more information on upcoming programming!  
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Now —July 3 - Museum Madness 2021: Sheboygan 
County Edition, Temporary Exhibit. Included with 
regular Museum admission. 
     
Friday, June 18, 2021, Dusk - Meet Me In St. Louis 
(1944), Outdoor Movie Night. FREE. 
 
Friday, July 16, 2021, Dusk - The Parent Trap 
(1961), Outdoor Movie Night. FREE 
 
July 17 –October 9 - The Way We Worked, 
Temporary Exhibit. Created by the National Archives,  
and adapted for travel by the Smithsonian Institution 
Traveling Exhibition Service and made possible with 
the generous support of the United States Congress. 
Additional local support by Kohler Foundation, Inc. 
Included with regular Museum admission.  
 
Tuesday, July 20, 2021, 4:00pm - 7:00pm - Members- 
Only Reception for The Way We Worked 

Museum Staff 

Travis Gross, Executive Director 

Nathan Chisholm, Angela Hullin, Tamara Lange, Kiyohe Lopez, Dale Robson, Chloe Seider, Vicki Stopar 

Please note that we will be following Sheboygan County Safe Restart recommendations, including best practices for physical 
distancing, capacity, and hygiene. In the event we need to postpone or cancel any programming, the Museum will notify the public via 

social media, our website and emails to our members.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5hfah7tF9o_VOSU6BdA9ZA

